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Dear Delegate,

It is with great pleasure that we announce 2nd International Conference on Adoption to be held on October 8-10, 2007 in The Hotel Ashok, New Delhi.  The 3-Day conference will focus on a number of issues related to inter-country adoptions and experts both from India and abroad will be available for fruitful deliberations.  

The Conference will be inaugurated by Honourable Minister, Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government of India in the evening  of 8th October 2007, followed by a Dinner and be over on 10th October 2007.  The Representatives from the Recognised Indian Placement Agencies, Adoption Coordinating Agencies, Adoption Scrutinising Agencies, State Governments, Enlisted Foreign Adoption Agencies, Central Authorities of both receiving and sending countries, Foreign Diplomatic Mission in India, Indian Diplomatic Missions Abroad, Hague conference on Private International Law, Regional Adoption Forums, foreign university Deptts./Research Centres specializing on Adoption, etc. and internationally reputed adoption experts, are likely to attend the said Conference as Delegates. 

We look forward to your benign presence and valuable contributions.  This is an exciting project that will focus on prospects of international adoptions and related issues.  We share your passion for helping in these areas. I, therefore, cordially invite you to the Conference and other related events.

(J.K.Mittal)

Chairman - CARA

CENTRAL ADOPTION RESOURCE AUTHORITY

THEME : 
Issues & Challenges in Inter-country Adoption

BACKGROUND : 

Child adoption in India has been a prevalent social practice from ancient times but with a different perspective.  Earlier the practice was to adopt a child from one’s own family or near and dear ones.  The adoption of an unrelated child into the family had its beginnings in the sixties.  Professional intervention of child welfare agencies in the process of adoption began only in the early seventies.  This led to systematisation of the procedures so that the best interest of the child, adoptive parents and the birth parents could be protected.  The adoption program saw significant changes in the eighties at the legal, social and practice levels.   The national adoption program received an impetus because of the promotional efforts of the Government and various social and child welfare organizations. There have been some recent developments in India viz. a couple of progressive legislations for children’s rights and safeguards and fresh guidelines on adoption matter. There is need of a paradigm shift in interventions to the rehabilitation of children in need of care and protection from residential care to a family based care.  In case of inter-country adoption, safeguards and ethical practices as stipulated under Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption-1993 must be adhered to both in letter and spirit by adoption agencies and authorities   
Parenting is a continued process. Adoption is not a one-time event, but a life long process. Parents need to have realistic expectations regarding the child’s adjustment into the family. We talk of systems/procedures benefiting all players in the adoption process but things are not hundred percent fool proof. Our efforts must be to replicate best practices and avoid any single chance of disruption in inter-country adoption by way of ensuring suitability if of adoptive parents and careful matching.  
OBJECTIVES OF THE MEET

· To get feedback from receiving countries and Indian agencies about the issues, challenges and  success stories involved in international adoptions and discuss common issues to further streamline International Adoption. 

PROGRAMME AGENDA

Day 1(8.10.2007)





4 pm-9 pm

· Registration and Inauguration 

· Cultural Programme

· Reception & Dinner

Day 2 & Day 3 (9.10.2007 - 10-10.2007)


9.30 am-5.30 pm

· Hague Compliance & Safeguards

· Trans-cultural adoption & Identity issues (Children placed in International adoptions)

· Preparing parents for overseas adoption

· Post-adoption Services
· UN Guidelines on Homeless Children

· Open session for participants

· Presentation by central authorities on inter-country adoptions

· Salient Features of New guidelines framed on Adoption presentation by CARA

· Adoption under JJ Act & Child Protection Scheme of Govt of India

· Family preservation issues (family foster care & sponsorship issues) in India

· Issues of priority to domestic adoption


· Preparing older and special needs children for inter-country adoption 

· Heritage Tour, Search of Roots

· Feedback from older adoptees

· Best Practices/Success stories
VENUE 

The Ashok, Diplomatic Enclave, 50-B, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi-21 (India).

Tel. : +91-11-2611-0101 Ext. 3474, 3475, 3141; 

Fax : +91-11-2687-6060 or 91-11-2687-3216

Registration fee

All registration of participants will be on the basis of invitation.  Delegates are requested to confirm their participation by filling-up the form and remitting the amount in terms of Bank Draft or Money Transfer in the name of Central Adoption Resource Authority, (A/c No. 468302010906554) Union Bank of India, Palika Bhawan Branch, New Delhi – 110 066 (India).

Foreign agencies enlisted by CARA : US $ 600 per participant

Indian placement agencies recognized by CARA: Rs. 5000/- per participant

Confirmation of Participation:

The delegates may like to confirm their participation to Central Adoption Resource Authority with the following details and Registration Fee as mentioned above latest by 10th September 2007. 

Title (Mr./Mrs./Dr./Prof.)

First Name ______________________________Last Name _____________________

Organisation___________________________________________________________

Position Held __________________________________________________________

Business /  Postal Address _________________________________________________

State____________________________________Post code_____________________

Country________________________________

Business Telephone________________________Fax_________________________

Email________________________________________________________________

Registration Fee: Amount _____________B.D.No.______________Date____________

For Enquiry and Further Information, please contact:

Dr. J. PATI

DEPUTY DIRECTOR (CARA)

Tel. No. 26105346; Fax. No. 2610198

Email: cara@bol.net.in

ACCOMMODATION & CONFERENCE PACKAGE

The Ashok, Diplomatic Enclave, 50-B, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi-21, one of India’s oldest and premier 5 Star Deluxe Hotels has offered special tariffs for accommodation of Conference delegates.

Club / Executive Room Room:-

Rs. 11,200/- + tax 



Executive Suites:-



Rs. 16,000 + tax



The above rates are inclusive of Buffet breakfast in the Coffee Shop and Fruit basket in the room. 

HOTEL RESERVATION REQUEST FORM

Since October is a busy month, all conference Delegates  are requested to contact The Ashok, New Delhi directly and reserve accommodation in advance.

	INTERNATIONAL MEET ON ADOPTION FROM 8-10 OCT., 2007 The  ASHOK, NEW DELHI 

NAMES OF THE GUEST_____________________________________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________________

Tel. NOS. _______________Fax no._____________email__________________

ORGANISATION

TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION (SGL/DBL/SUITE)__________________________

PASSPORT DETAILS________________________________________________

DATE OF ARRIVAL___________________FLIGHT NO._____________________

DATE OF DEPARTURE_______________________________________________

FLIGHT NO.________________________________________________________

MODE OF PAYMENT_________________________________________________

CREDIT CARD DETAILS______________________________________________

ANY DETAILS______________________________________________________

Contact Person:-

Mr. Vishal Sharma, Sales Department, 

The Ashok, Diplomatic Enclave, 50-B, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi-21

Direct Tel. No. +91-11-2687-6567

E-mail: ashoknd@ndb.vsnl.net.in ; ashokmarketing@gmail.com
Reservation Desk : +91-11-2611-0101 Ext. 3474, 3475, 3141; 

Fax : +91-11-2687-6060 or 91-11-2687-3216; 




Delegates may also contact different hotels through www.yatra.com or www.travelguru.com .   

	INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ADOPTION 

(8th to 10th October 2007 at The Ashok hotel)

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

Day 1 (8th Oct. 2007)


Registration





: 
4.00 PM - 6.00 PM

Inaugural & Cultural Programme

: 
6.15 PM - 8.00 PM

Reception & Dinner




: 
8.00 PM - 10.00 PM

Day 2 (9th Oct. 2007)




Plenary 1 (International Adoption – Global Issues)
: 
9.30 AM to 1.30 PM

(i) The Draft UN Guidelines on Children without Parental Care - An ethical framework- Ms. Christina Baglietto, International Social Service, Geneva
(ii) Hague Compliance & Safeguards for children placed in Inter-country Adoption – Ms. Maura Harty, Asst. Secretary of State for Consular Affairs, USA 

(iii) Trans-cultural adoption & Identity-Children placed in International adoptions - Ms. Rene Hoksbergen, University of Utrecht 

(iv) Preparing Parents for International Adoption - Ms. Lovisa Kim, Swedish Inter-country Adoption Authority.
Plenary 2 (Child Protection and Related Issues)
: 
2.30 PM to 5.30 PM

(i) Adoption under JJ Act & Child Protection Scheme of Govt of India - Dr. Loveleen Kacker, Joint Secretary, Child Welfare, M/o WCD, Govt. of India. 

(ii) Family preservation issues (family foster care & sponsorship issues) - Dr. Nilima Mehta, Mumbai

(iii) Sourcing of Children and Principle of Subsidiary (issues of priority) – Ms. Daisy Narayan, Patna 

(iv) Preparing older and special needs children – Dr. Aloma Lobo, Bangalore 

(v) Rehabilitation of Special Needs Children – Ms. Madhvi Karndhikar, Mumbai

(vi) Open session for all participants

Day 3 (10th Oct. 2007)

Plenary 3 (Mutual Corporation Transparency)

:
9.30 AM to 1.30 PM

(i) Presentation by central authorities (to improve mutual relations)

(ii) Mutual co-operation and Transparency & Ethical issues in Inter-country Adoption – Mr. Thomas J DiFilipo, President, JCICS

(iii) Statistics and Global Trends in Inter-country Adoption – Prof. Peter Salman, UK

(iv) Salient Features of New guidelines on Adoption - to be presented by CARA

(v) Open session for all participants (the participants are free to raise any particular issue not covered in preceding sessions)

Plenary 4 (Promotion of Adoption and Post

:
2.30 PM to 3.45 PM


      Adoption Issues)

(i) Efficacy of chat groups - Mrs. Bharti Dasgupta, Pune 

(ii) Feedback from older adoptees - to be contributed by older adoptees

(iii) Heritage Tour and Search of Roots – Mrs. Roxana Kalyanwala, Pune 

(iv) Promotion of domestic adoption – Issues and Challenges – Mr. Ruby Nakka, Bangalore.

Valedictory 






: 
4.00 PM to 5.30 PM




